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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 2-5, 7-9, and 18 are currently pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. In the previous office action the examiner had indicated that references were missing, and 
therefore not considered. The Applicant has stated that the references have been submitted, 
however no submission is found in the case of record. If the references were submitted once 
again, they had to have been resubmitted in the form of another IDS. If the applicant did so 
submit these references for consideration, please submit them again, along with the return post 
card, or fax, indicating that they were submitted prior. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-9 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tsukuda (6,085,170) in view of Handel et al. (6,195,651), Jones et al. (7,082,400) and Moreno 
(US 2002/0035515). 

5. With respect to Claims 5, 8 and 18: Tsukuda discloses the delivery server with a storage 
medium (See Figure 1) and a method (with means for) comprising: 

a. Registering consignment information for the delivered good and for the agent 
receiving the goods (See Figure 1, and Column 2, lines 42-47), Tsukuda discloses 
registering a plurality of consignment relay stations (the examiner considers consignment 
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relay stations to be a form of convenience stores, due to the fact that they are there for the 
consumers convenience in accepting deliveries, Column 6, lines 37-39, 65-67, column 8, 
lines 1-4) it is the examiner's position that it is inherent that when an agent is used the 
delivery address is registered, in order to know where the goods are to be delivered; 

b. Transmitting delivered goods information or parcel information from the 
distribution server to the receiver via e-mail before the goods are delivered (See Figure 5, 
and column 5, lines 14-32); 

c. Receiving information about date, time and consignment relay station, or agent 
location that is designated by the customer (Column 2, lines 42-47, column 8, line 63 to 
column , line 13, and Figures 5 and 12); 

d. Means for instructing the delivery of a parcel or goods (Column 7, lines 53-55). 

e. Proving a privilege to the receiver when the parcel is delivered (see abstract, the 
examiner considers delivery notification to be a form of a privilege, Tsukuda discloses 
notifying receiver when the parcel is received) 

6. Tsukuda discloses registering a home address and a consignment relay station, but fails to 
disclose the user entering a home address, and a work address, where the user can select either 
address and the system transmits information with regards to the vicinity of the home address or 
the work address. Handel discloses a customized web page, where a user can log on, and have 
multiple profiles. Where localized content is given to the user based on which profile is selected 
(See Column 31 line 45 to Column 32, line 42). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Tsukuda, to include the 
capability of the customer to creating two profiles, home and work, when a user registers for the 
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system, in order to provide a customer with information that is targeted to the location of the 
customer for ultimate ease and convenience. (See Handel, Column 29) 

7. The examiner considers the fact that Handel can log on and choose which profile to use 
to be a means for transmitting information for requiring the receiver to designate the home 
address of the working address and means for receiving information showing which address the 
receiver designated. Handle discloses localized content is extracted based on the user's address 
and given to the user, the examiner considers this to be a means for extracting from the database, 
information regarding consignment replay stations located in a vicinity of the designated home 
address or the designated work address and means for transmitting extracted information. 

8. Tsukida and Handel disclose means which are fully capable of displaying a map, 
however fails to disclose the map including a group of stores in an area selected by the receiver 
for the receiver to select a designated store. Jones discloses the use of a planning system where a 
map is displayed to a user, and based on the user preferences a goal seeker will display facilities 
on a map, so that the user may select one of the facilities (See Figure 6B with corresponding 
detailed description). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Tsukuda and Handel, to include a map of desired 
facilities, in order for the user to select on of the facilities, as disclosed by Jones, in order to 
visually search for locations close to the user, for ease of viewing (See Jones, Columns 1 and 7). 

9. Tsukuda, Handel and Jones, fails to disclose the use of advertisement about the 
consignment stations. Moreno discloses the use of a locker system, and discloses that the server 
presents the user with advertising about the locker system, what features/capabilities are 
available with the locker system (Paragraph 0048), as well as discloses advertisements for local 
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companies in the area of the locker boxes (Paragraph 0074). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to modify Tsukuda, Handel 
and Jones to include the advertisements as disclosed by Moreno, in order provide each locker 
system to be customized and to keep the user well informed while using the locker system. (See 
Page 5 and 8) 

10. With respect to Claim 2: Tsukuda discloses a method of delivering parcels, where the 
size (or dimension) of the parcel is needed (column 9, lines 56-64), and the relay station is 
chosen (column 6, lines 49-52). Tsukuda discloses the system collecting delivery goods 
information and also discloses the cost of delivery (column 9 lines 4-8). When shipping parcels 
or goods, weight is needed to determine the cost or rate of shipping, therefore it is inherent in the 
Tsukuda reference that the delivery goods information includes weight. If it is not inherent in 
Tsukuda that the delivery goods information includes weight, then it is well known and obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, that weight is collected 
when shipping any sort of package or goods, to calculate the rate or cost of shipping and 
delivery. For example when mailing something such as a business size envelope, the post office 
weighs the envelope to see if the correct postage is attached to it. 

1 1 . With respect to Claims 3 and 6: Tsukuda discloses an input/output device that is capable 
of displaying a map (See Figure 1) and Handel discloses transmitting information in the form of 
a map in regards to the suers geographical area (See Column 37, lines 5-12). 

12. With respect to Claim 4: See Tsukuda, column 9, lines 1-46. 

13. With respect to Claim 7: See Tsukuda, column 7, lines 52-55. 

14. With respect to Claim 9: See Tsukuda, Column 9, lines 33-46. 
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Response to Arguments 

15. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-5, 7-9 and 18 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

16. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamisue A. Plucinski whose telephone number is (571) 272-681 1. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (5:30 - 4:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Jantisue Plucinski 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 



